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DeWITT — Mayor Jim Rundborg
couldn’t resist: The city is “all charged up”
over its new electric car charging station
in the center of town, the mayor said in a
ribbon-cutting ceremony Sept. 13.

Better make that “plugging-in cere-
mony.”

Obvious puns aside, city officials and
downtown merchants hope the station will
draw more people to the city’s downtown
area, where they can do a little shopping
and grab a bite to eat while recharging
their rides.

The charging station is the first in
the area outside of Lansing and the first
municipally owned station in mid-Michi-
gan. A grant from ChargePoint America
- a $37-million project designed to build

charging stations in metropolitan areas -
paid for the equipment. The city paid for
installation..

Local Chevrolet Volt aficionado Matt
Stehouwer became the first to plug in to
the new ChargePoint station on the south-
west corner of Bridge and Main streets,
where two parking spots are reserved for
electric vehicle owners.

Since acquiring his Volt in mid-Febru-
ary, Stehouwer said, he’s spent about $15
for electricity and about $150 in gasoline.

Also on hand for the ceremony was
James McQuaid, of Delta Township, who
acquired a Volt a few weeks ago. Both he
and Stehouwer said they’ll be more likely
to visit DeWitt because of the recharging
station.

Drivers need a ChargePass card to use
the station. Links to the ChargePoint portal
are posted on the city’s website.
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DeWitt opens vehicle
charging station

A Chevrolet Volt refuels at the new ChargePoint station in downtown DeWitt, the first
municipally owned electric car recharging station in mid-Michigan. KEN PALMER

DeWITT TWP. — Have an opinion about
a proposed new bike course at Padgett
Park? If so, the Township Board wants to
hear it.

The Board has set a Sept. 26 public
hearing on a proposal to build a hybrid
BMX/mountain bike course on an unused
part of the park off W. Herbison Road.

Jon Vandecar, owner of BikeWorks in
the Schavey Road Plaza presented the idea
to the board in late July. Board members
want feedback before acting on the pro-
posal, Township Manager Rod Taylor said.

“Obviously, the board supports outside-
the-box thinking” when it comes to devel-
opment, Taylor said. “But we don’t want to
rush into making changes without getting
feedback from the public.”

Vandecar said he would work with the

township to build a track and trail system
on a few acres of land in the front section
of the park. The land has elevation changes
suitable for a track and trail system with
jumps and curves.

The first of its kind in the area, the
track would have BMX-type features but
be suitable for mountain bikes, Vandecar
said.

The track would be built and main-
tained by volunteers, with donations cov-

ering the cost, Taylor said. Most of the
natural growth would remain in place, he
said.

The public hearing is set for 7 p.m.
Sept. 26.

Police contracts approved
In its Sept. 9 meeting, the Board

approved new, four-year contracts for
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DeWitt Twp. to hold hearing regarding bike course

See BIKE COURSE, Page 4

DON ’ T BUY I T ! RENT IT !
• Tractors • Trailers • Excavators

• 3pt Hitch Equipment • Track Loaders
• Lawn & Garden Equipment

12263 S US Highway 27
Dewitt, MI 48820
(517) 669-5533

LJ-0100114572

*See Ad Inside

hatching
deals

LJ-0100109003


