Minutes of the FLG Board Meeting, Tuesday, July 28, 2009

@ Sam’s Kitchen, DeWitt
Gloria called the FLG Board Meeting to order at 6:58pm following dinner. Attending:   Bob, Gloria, Mike, Ione, Jon, Larry and Peggy.  
Special guest Mark Pearson spoke about the plans that he and his partner Chuck Wolf have of developing a B& B and canoe/kayak livery on the NE side of the LGR bridge on old 27.  The 5-acre parcel is owned by the bank and has frontage on the river.  Mark and Chuck are DeWitt natives – in fact they were students of Treas. Larry Arbanas.

Minutes from April 1, 2009 board meeting and those prepared by Bob for the June 9 board meeting were accepted. 

Treasurer’s report:  Larry noted that two new FLG supporters had paid their $10 dues.  After A/P and A/R, the treasury has a total of $3,557.26.


Looking Glass River Trail Guide:  Gloria and Larry collected a total of $500 from DeWitt and Wacousta businesses to cover the first printing of the soon to be published guidebook.  Each sponsoring business will have an ad in the Looking Glass River Trail Guide.  Gloria handed out draft copies for board comment.  Jon moved / Larry seconded to approve the guidebook. Unanimous. The price is $10 each.  There was discussion about sites to sell the book.  Like many field guides, the Looking Glass River Trail Guide has laminated covers and pages ready to take on a canoe trip and into the field.  It will go to print in the next few days.   Doreen Fritz, DeWitt School Librarian, set and styled the type; Gary Fritz, Exec. Dir. for Clinton County Conservation District, supplied the electronic layout for the book; and John Switzer, Clinton County Conservation technician supplied the maps.  The board congratulated Gloria for a terrific job on the organization and planning of the guide.  
August fundraiser at Sam’s Kitchen: As he has done so generously with other community groups, owner Tommy Terranova has designated Thursday & Friday nights in August as community fundraiser nights for FLG.  Tommy will donate one dollar for each hamburger basket sold on those nights – the restaurant’s busiest.  Staff projects approx. $20 a night and perhaps more with help from volunteers.  Sam’s is open from 5 – 8PM.  FLG volunteers will talk to the patrons about our organization and the things we hope to accomplish such as replacing the canoe launch and a bank stabilization project at the Riverside Park, logjam clearing, river clean ups, community education projects and other river-related activities. Tommy’s offer includes space for a display demonstrating to the community what FLG is all about. Bob will print up 4 – 5 dozen photos taken of FLG river activities over the past several years and offered his graphic artist’s time to help Gloria prepare a professional display board, which needs to be completed by Wed. Aug. 5th.   Board members chose nights to be on hand to speak to the customers and answer questions.  

Bridge Signs need to be installed.  Bob has the signs, bucket of support stuff and his ladder. This Sunday afternoon Mike, Jon and Gloria will put of several.  Signs are already posted on Wood, Schavey and Lowell bridges.

Keeping up with logjams from Old 27 to Wacousta is another activity needing help.  Bob cleared one west of Old 27 and spoke to the owner who will keep that jam-prone area clean from now on.  The large maple @ 805 E. Dill Dr., about a block East of DeWitt city hall has been mostly cleared out by the landowner on the north side.  Some trash and smaller limbs and logs caught in the screed remain to be cleared.  Passage thru it is tenuous but doable at this water level.  Gloria has 3 people who would like to help with logjams near Wacousta.  High water has been a problem this year.  Hopefully as fall nears the water will recede enough to get some of the major jams cut.  Sept. 26 is the date for the `09 Log Jam Bee & Logger’s Lunch.  Anyone interested in helping, contact Bob @ 881.1758 or rjb60@comcast.net 
Community Education:  FLG will sponsor another of its ongoing community events, on Tues., September 15 at 6p.m. @ Wildflower Meadows in DeWitt.  Jon Morrison (FLG Brd member and Deputy Clinton County Drain Commissioner) will lead the walking tour and presentation, along with developer Keith Schroeder of Schroeder Homes, and hopefully Sue Erickson, (MDEQ / City of DeWitt council member).  The focus will be on how the composition of the land as well as practices utilized during construction, are intended to mitigate storm water runoff impacts and the resulting benefit to the river.  Some challenges remain in completing the project as planned.  Event is rain or shine.
Babcock Landing:  Now that the water has receded and we can actually find it, the landing needs regular litter clean up again this season, per our agreement with the DNR and Tim Machowicz, Unit Mgr for Sleepy Hollow State Park.  Board members and volunteers can sign up for the work detail (once every 2 weeks) with Ione.  Clean up dates for the months of August and September are filled.  Thank you board members!
The fall canoe trip will be held on October 10th.  No decision has been made as to which section we’ll float.  Gloria is organizing.  17 people participated in the spring float from DeWitt to Wacousta.  Only two of them experienced the full emersion maneuver.  Let’s plan to make this one bigger and better – put it on the calendar now!
The meeting adjourned at 8p.m. Many thanks to Tommy Terranova and his fine staff for their hospitality and for allowing FLG to be Sam’s Kitchen’s community fundraiser group for the month of August.  

Peggy Arbanas

Recording Secretary
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