Friends of the Looking Glass (FLG) Annual Meeting, Jan. 31, 2007 


See Information and minutes from previous meetings at:
www.lookingglassriverfriends.org


President Gloria Miller opened the meeting at 7:05 at the Bengel Wildlife Center, in Bath.  Introductions were made of 46 people who were able to fit in the 3rd floor classroom. Because of the tremendous turnout from the articles in various newspapers and through e-mail contacts Gloria suggested that we go 
right into the presentations and hold the annual meeting for last.  FLG’s focus was to try to get people from the upper watershed to participate in the meeting and speaker presentations.  There were many new faces – welcome!

Mark Coscarelli of Public Sector Consultants of Lansing gave a PowerPoint presentation detailing the work to date on the so-called 319 grant to study the upper LGR.  Titled: "Progress Report:  Development of a Watershed Management Plan for the Upper Looking Glass River", the report included photos, maps, charts and unique graphs updating us on the field research to develop a watershed management plan.  A brief outline: 

Project Goals
Identify existing and desired uses of watershed resources
Identify critical areas and develop BMPs
Encourage and facilitate interagency and intergovernmental cooperation
Provide new tools to local government and residents to encourage better land 
   use decisions (e.g. ordinances) 
Brief Watershed Overview
Project Organization
Pictures of typical upriver Looking Glass River scenes 
Slides showed the diversity, beauty and bank erosion problems.
Resource Inventory
Erosion Assessment
Erosion and Biological Situation
Education/Outreach strategy
Implementation
A Public Comment Period will be announced prior to the final draft 

PSC expects to submit draft plan to DEQ, June 2007 

Gloria introduced Kris Foight from Clinton County Conservation District, who invited Clinton County residents to the March 26 Annual Meeting at 6:00, Clinton County Fairgrounds. The featured presentation is Birds of Prey by Joe Rogers, Wildlife Recovery Association.  A hearty meal is served, business meeting, etc.  

Coffee break with abundant and delicious cookies and treats donated by participants.

The next presentation was on land conservation by Paul Kindel, President of Mid Michigan Land Conservancy (MMLC).  This group is incorporation and registered with the state of Michigan, Heart of the Lakes Association and affiliated with the national organization Land Trust Alliance.  MMLC’s goals are to educate people, to protect natural areas and to prevent certain types of development.  He spoke about tax advantages at the federal and state levels for donating land.  By donating, the owner gives up development rights on their property.  For more information contact: kindle@msu.edu 

FLG Business Meeting:
Committee Reports:
Treasurer, Larry Arbanas stated that as of December 31, 2006, there was $2,996.40 in FLG account.  Gloria ‘s mountain climbing friends (Mt Shasta) donated $110 to FLG in her name, as her Christmas  present.  Thank you Gloria!

New Business:


Election of Officers:  Nominating committee put forth a slate containing the current officers – none of whom objected.  They were approved unanimously:  President Gloria Miller, Larry Arbanas / Tres., Peggy Arbanas / Recording Secretary.

Arthur Wagner from DeWitt Scout Troop #77 says that he would like to help to make the river more accessible and he plans to work on river clean up and with others to cut thru logjams this spring. He is working towards his Boy Scour Eagle Badge and will contact Bob Bishop, Larry Arbanas and DeWitt City Manager Brian Vick and the MDEQ to plan his activities. 

Forming a kayak club was discussed briefly.  There was interest and it will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Additional Special Programs and Announcement from the meeting: 
Information Session & Expert Panel, "Protecting Your Land:  Is it Right for 
You?" Wednesday, February 7, 2007 6:30 to 8:30 at Jackson County Extension 
Office, 1715 Lansing Avenue, Jackson, MI

A class will be offered on rivers and lakes of Michigan at Bengel Wildlife Center for a week in the summer.  For more information google:  Michigan Lakes and Streams Association or contact the MI Wildlife Conservancy @ wildlife@miwildlife.org, or call 517.641-7677.

Old Business
Tim Macowitz, Clinton County Park Ranger thanked the FLG volunteers for cleaning up Babcock Landing.  He said there is hope that the DNR may be able to soon improve the site and boat launch area.  It is important to clean up the site regularly and this caretaking assistance could be a good project for 
FLG.  There was some discussion about putting up a sign to recognize FLG and others for volunteering to periodically clean up the landing.  Jon Morrison volunteered to meet with Tim to work out the details.
look into the sites that FLG can clean up along the river and for canoe launch locations. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M.  

Submitted by;

Peggy Arbanas

Recording Secretary

