Minutes of the
Board of Directors Meeting  8.08.07

The Friends of the Looking Glass

Meeting was held @ Gloria’s home.  She opened the mtng @ 7:30 pm.  

Present:  Gloria Miller, Jon Morrison, Peggy Arbanas, Larry Arbanas, Ione Berg, Misa Cady, Dave Whittaker and Bob Bishop.

1.  Treasurer  ---  Larry Arbanas reported a balance of $3,262.97.  Newest members are Tom and Betty Stone. Gloria gave Larry a bill for $20 from the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, for FLG’s 401(c)(3) non profit corp. status renewal.

2. President’s Report -- Gloria led the board through the highlights of the 68-page discussion draft report of the Upper LGR planning grant titled: Restoring and Protecting the Upper Looking Glass River: A Watershed Management Plan, July 2007.

The summary:  It is not only important to evaluate whether the goals are being implemented but determine whether or not they are protecting the water quality of the Upper Looking Glass. Though the river is a high-quality resource, impacts associated with development and recreational use are beginning to show. Many LGR water quality studies have been completed over the past 30 years measuring the conditions of the river.  Included are FLG’s various volunteer monitoring programs.  It is the goal of the Watershed Plan to ensure sediment and nutrient levels do not increase from their current levels, and ideally will decrease over the years as BMP’s (best management practices) are implemented.

Note: The document is much too long and detailed to be digested in one meeting.  See the attached public meeting notice from our contractors, Public Sector Consultants, and the link to that will post the plan After Sept 7th.  You are advised to download it from the server – getting it via this email will clog many email accounts.  You are advised to please read it and move your questions / comments to Gloria, or take them to the public meeting in Perry.  This document will be very important to all watershed residents and you are requested to be an active part in its discussion and adoption.
3. Riverside Park Project  -- Bob reported that there had been two recent meetings @ Riverside Park concerning “demonstration project #1”…to restore the original meandering bank, Save over a dozen trees that will fall into the stream in the next year or so, thus widening the stream by over a dozen feet near the pavilion and add large sediment load to the already choked stream.  Mayor Jim Rundborg and city mgr Brian Vick were among the participants.  They pledged as representatives of the city (owner of the park land), to take FLG’s data, photos and suggestions, and prepare an RFQ to invite environmental engineering firms to suggest what it might cost to prepare an engineering plan to mitigate and improve on the current stream bank degradation and siltation problems.  It is unknown what that study cost will be, but it is hoped that the city would fund it.  The study will in turn offer options and costs to make the eventual improvements to the river bank and park property.  It’s hoped that some grants and financial assistance will be available.  Clinton (County) Conservation District and Timberland RCD are two quasi-governmental agencies who’ve pledged their support of the project.  

NOTE:  Read: “DeWitt Joins with ‘Friends’ to Secure River” in the August 26, 2007 edition of the DeWitt Bath Review.  You may want to attend the DeWitt City Council meeting Monday Sept. 3rd @ 7PM, when the DeWitt City Council takes up the matter @ city hall, 414 E. Main Street.    
4. Babcock Landing  -- Jon reported that members have been picking up garbage @ Babcock Landing (on the LGR several miles North of East Lansing) as assigned, and as requested by DNR Sleepy Hollow State Park Mgr Tim Machowicz.  He said the DNR will work out a way to get FLG’s name/logo on the sign.  Bob reported that the sign has been improved, but that it is one-sided only, facing the street, meaning that it is not readable to park users, the source of the constant trash.  Suggests it needs to be a 2-sided sign facing north and south.  On a typical weekend day, there can be as many as a half dozen vehicles and boat trailers, with shore anglers stretched eastward and southward along the bank for several hundred yards, leaving an unknown area for FLG volunteers to clean up.  Jon will inquire of Tim how volunteers are to determine what is state land and what is private – so volunteers know what land to clean.  
The DNR would like assistance to install posts to provide a visible parking lot perimeter for users.  FLG is asked to provide the labor.  Might be scheduled for Saturday, October 13…the same day as the fall canoe trip. Volunteers can be recruited from the web site and by e-mail.  Discussion about putting up a sign requesting that people using the park take their garbage when they leave.  The DNR needs to be consulted about a sign.  

5.  Timberland RCD has invited FLG to join.  Jon will check on the cost of membership.  Gloria sent the $50 this week.   

6. Dewitt Ox Roast  --  Gloria asked for volunteers to set up the booth on Saturday the 18th in Riverview Park.  FLG needs to involve children and hand out some of the No Dumping in the stormwater basin signs.  Gary Kohlhepp volunteered to conduct macro invertebrate (aquatic bugs) sampling for kids.  
6.  The Looking Glass River as a part of the Michigan Heritage Water Trail plan was talked presented by Gloria. She would like for people to research the history of the DeWitt area for the signs that would be put along the river.  We need a historian.

7. Other:  Volunteers needed for the Grand River cleanup on August 18.  Board voted to hand out FLG T-shirt to volunteers to wear during the cleanup.  

8.  Next Board Meeting is September 12 begins at 6:30 at Arbanas house 1314 Sandhill Drive in DeWitt and the general meeting will be October 3, 2007 – location TBA.

Don’t forget other dates: the DeWitt City Council Meeting (#3 above), and the public questions / comments meeting on the draft watershed management plan for the upper LGR…(attached notice).  Please mark all the dated mentioned here-in and please participate in as many activities and meetings as you can.  You can make a difference!
Respectfully submitted:
Peggy Arbanas
Recording secretary
